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Complete Medicare Resource Directory
A tidy directory of Medicare parts, key terms, programs, and where to turn for trustworthy help when 

questions come up.

Medicare has its own vocabulary, and that can feel overwhelming at first. This directory gathers the parts, 

the key terms, the cost-help programs, and the important dates in one place. Use it as a reference 

whenever a Medicare question comes up.

The Parts at a Glance

Part A covers hospital and inpatient care, including skilled nursing stays and some home health. Part B 

covers doctor visits, outpatient care, and preventive services. Together, Part A and Part B are known as 

Original Medicare.

Part C, or Medicare Advantage, bundles your coverage through a private plan. These plans often add 

extras and set their own networks and copays. Part D adds prescription drug coverage, either as a 

standalone plan or built into an Advantage plan.

Knowing the parts helps you know what to ask. Each part answers a different question about your care. 

Once the structure clicks, the rest of Medicare gets much easier to follow.

Cost Terms Made Simple

A premium is what you pay to keep your coverage active. A deductible is the amount you pay before your 

coverage begins to pay. Coinsurance and a copay are your share of a covered service.

An out-of-pocket maximum is the most you would pay in a year on certain plans. Once you reach it, the 

plan covers the rest of covered services. Not every type of coverage has this limit, so it is worth checking.

The standard Part B premium is set annually by CMS and can change each year. Deductibles and other 

figures shift as well. Always confirm current numbers with a licensed agent before you plan around them.

Coverage and Network Terms

A network is the group of providers and pharmacies a plan works with. Staying in network usually keeps 

your costs lower. Going out of network can raise your share or leave a service uncovered.

A formulary is a plan's list of covered drugs, often grouped into tiers. Your medication's tier affects what 

you pay at the pharmacy. Checking the formulary before you enroll prevents unwelcome surprises.
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Prior authorization means the plan must approve a service before it is covered. A referral is permission 

from your primary provider to see a specialist. Both are common in Medicare Advantage plans.

Enrollment and Timing Terms

Your Initial Enrollment Period is tied to when you first become eligible for Medicare. It surrounds your 65th 

birthday for most people. Enrolling on time helps you avoid gaps and possible late penalties.

The Annual Election Period each fall is when most people can review and change plans. There is also 

a Medicare Advantage open enrollment window early in the year. These dates matter, so mark them on 

your calendar.

A Special Enrollment Period can open after certain life events, like moving or losing other coverage. The 

rules are specific and time-limited. Confirm your eligibility before assuming you can make a change.

Programs That Help With Costs

Several programs help people with limited income and resources pay for Medicare. Some help with 

premiums, deductibles, or coinsurance, and others help with prescription costs. These programs can make 

a meaningful difference for many households.

Dual eligibility refers to qualifying for both Medicare and Medicaid at the same time. People who qualify 

often gain extra support and lower costs. Special plans exist for this situation.

Eligibility rules and benefit amounts change over time. It is worth checking even if you were not eligible 

before. A licensed agent can help you see whether you might qualify now.

Types of Coverage You Can Choose

One common path is Original Medicare paired with a Medigap policy and a standalone Part D plan. 

Medigap helps cover some of the costs Original Medicare leaves to you. This path offers broad provider 

choice.

Another path is a Medicare Advantage plan that bundles your benefits. These plans often include drug 

coverage and extras, with networks and copays. The right choice depends on your doctors, medications, 

and budget.

Neither path is better for everyone. Your health, your prescriptions, and your travel habits all matter. 

Comparing your real yearly costs under each option leads to a confident decision.

Where to Get Trusted Help

Official Medicare resources are a reliable starting point for the basics. Your State Health Insurance 

Assistance Program offers unbiased local counseling. A licensed independent agent can compare many 

carriers on your behalf.
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An independent agency works with several carriers rather than just one. That means the comparison is 

done for you at no cost to you. You get options side by side instead of a single sales pitch.

Whatever help you choose, confirm current figures before you decide. Numbers change each year, and 

accuracy matters. A short conversation now can save money and stress later.

Talk to a Local Team

Harmony SoCal Insurance Services is an independent, multi-carrier agency in Orange, California. We 

serve Orange County and the surrounding communities with warm, patient guidance. Our focus is on 

what fits your life, not a quota.

You never face any pressure when you call us. We answer questions, compare options, and explain terms 

in plain language. When you are ready, reach the team at (714) 922-0043.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between Part A and Part B?

Part A covers hospital and inpatient care, while Part B covers doctor visits and outpatient care. Together 

they form Original Medicare. Most people qualify for Part A around age 65 and choose whether to add 

Part B.

What does a formulary tell me?

A formulary is a plan's list of covered drugs, usually grouped into tiers. Your medication's tier affects what 

you pay. Check it before enrolling to make sure your prescriptions are covered.

When can I change my Medicare plan?

Most people can review and change plans during the Annual Election Period each fall. A Special 

Enrollment Period may open after events like moving. Confirm your eligibility before assuming you can 

switch.

Are there programs to help with Medicare costs?

Yes. Several programs help people with limited income pay premiums, deductibles, or prescriptions. 

Eligibility rules change over time. A licensed agent can help you check whether you might qualify.

Does it cost me anything to work with an independent agent?

An independent agency can compare many carriers for you at no cost to you. You get options side by side. 

Confirm any current figures with a licensed agent before deciding.

How do I know if I qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid?
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Qualifying for both is called dual eligibility, and it depends on income and resources. People who qualify 

often gain extra support. A licensed agent can review your situation with you.

Talk It Through, at No Cost

This guide is educational. Plan details and figures change, so confirm current specifics with a licensed 

local agent. Call (714) 922-0043 or visit hsocal.com to book a free 45-minute review.
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